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TC~\TTTTRFORD  urban  district  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 
KNUTSFORD. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December  1949. 

I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  certain 
items  in  the  ensuing  Report. 

The  statistics  generally  all  favourably  compare 
with  those  of  the  rest  of  the  Country. 

The  birth  rate,  17.3,  compares  with  one  of 
l6»7  for  England  &  '.'ales.  Whilst  the  deaoh  rate  aiter^ 
standardisation,  11.0,  compares  with  one  of  11./  for  tne 
rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  associated  with 
child  birth. 

Whilst  the  infant  mortality  of  58.3  is  higher 
than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  Country  most  of  the  deaths 
were  due  to  not  easily  preventable  causes  such  as 
congenital  deformity,  prematurity  and  birth  injuries. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  diseases  remain 
low  and  one  is  gratified  to  find  an  absence  of  Diphtherea 
for  the  first  time,  undoubtedly  due  to  the  immunisation 
of  the  child  population  which  has  now  reached  a  high  level. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
his  staff  for  the  work  they  have  done  and  also  I  should 
like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  the  interest  they  have  shown  at  all  times  in  the  working 
of  the  Department. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  LOHGBOTTOM , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  1 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

2,491  Acres 

Height  above  sea  level  . . . 

Registrar  General’ s  estimate  of 

•  •  • 

210  feet 

Population 

•  •  • 

6,308 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (end 

of 

1948)per  rate  book 

1,906 

Rateable  Value  ...  ... 

•  •  t 

£45,843. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

Gros 

s  -  £238.15. 

Estimated  Nett  -  £179*  -•  -• 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  rate  per  1000  living .  17.3 

General  Birth  Rate  (England  &  hales)  ...  16.7 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  living  .  12.4 

Standardised  Death  Rate  . .  11.0 

General  Death  Rate  (England  &  hales)  ...  11.7 
Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequ¬ 
ence  of  childbirth .  0 

Deaths  under  1  year  in  proportion  to 

1000  Births . •  58.3 

"  "  (England  &  ale's)  ...  32 

Deaths  from  Cancer . . .  15 

Deaths  from  Measles  .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough . 0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  old)  2 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria . 0 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  78. 
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PART  11  TABLES 

Table  1 
LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Males 

58 

2 

60 

Females 

48 

3 

51 

TOT.IL 

106 

5 

111 

Table  11 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Males 

- 

2 

2 

Females 

1 

- 

1 

TOTAL 

1 

2 

3 

Table  111 

DEATH 

S  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

1  YEAR  OF  a 

GE 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Males 

4 

- 

4 

Females 

- 

4 

4 

TOTAL 

4 

4 

8 
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Table  IV 


Causes  of  death  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ag 


Cause  of  Death  Males  females 


All  causes  (Certified  8 
(Un  "  0 


Small -pox  . 

Chicken-pa 

Measles  . . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

Diphtheria  &  Croup  . 

Erysipelas . .  . .  . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . . 
Other  Tuberculosis  Dis. . . 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberc.). 

Convulsions  . 

Laryngitis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms). . . . 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis  . . . . 

Gastritis . . . 

Syphilis . . . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation;  overlying  . . 
Injury  at  Birth  . 


Atelectasis  . 1  - 

Congenital  Malformations. 

Premature  Birth  . .  -  1 

A  trophy.  Debility,  and 

Marasmus  .  -  1 

Gastro  Enteritis  . 

Other  Causes 

Kernic terns  . * .  -  1 

Liver  failure .  1 

Pylorospasm  .  1 

Cardiac  failure  .  -  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ....  1 


4  4 


Total 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 
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Table  V 


Diseases  Notified  under  Acts  end  Orders 
during  1949. 


Notifiable  Diseases  Number  of  Cases  Notified 

Measles  . . .  8 

Diphtheria  ( i nc ludi ng 

Membraneous  Croup)  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Scarlet  Fever . ,  18 

7/hooping  Cough .  13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  3 

Other  Forms  of  n 

Pneumonia . . 

Chicken  Pox  . 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Food  Poisoning .  1 

TOTAL  43 


Table  VI 

DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS 
Year  Notifications  Deaths 

1941  6  0 

1942  1  0 

1943  1  0 

1944  18  0 

1945  13  0 

1946  12  0 

1947  1  0 

1948  1  0 

1949  jO  0 


i 
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Table  Vll 

Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  in  the  year  ended  51st  Dec.  194.9 


Pul¬ 
mon¬ 
ary 
Non- 
Pul- 
m  on- 
ary 


1  0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

:  25 

1  35 

45 

55 

65 

to 

to 

to 

to 

ta 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

:  1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

Upwd. 

:  Totals 

;M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

:  M.  F. 
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Table  Vlll 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  registered  during  the  year  ended 

51st  December  1951.  


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

to 

:  tO 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to  : 

to 

to 

and 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

Upwd 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. ! 

M.  F . 

M.F. 

M.F. 

Pul¬ 

monary 

XTon- 

Pul- 

monary 


1 


1  - 


The  Register  at  the  end  of  1949  showed  as  follows i- 

Males  2.0  Total 

P  u lmonar y  Cases 

Females  8  18 

Males  2 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

Females  5  7 

TOTAL  25 


-8- 


Table  IX 

Deaths  Registered  during  the  Calendar  Year 
1949  and  Causes* 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Causes  (Certified  78 
(Un-  " 

Typhoid  &  Parat:  fevers 
. Cerehro -spinal  fever 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria 
: Tub :  of  resp.  sys. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 
; Syphilitic  diseases 
Influenza 
■  Measles 

;  Ac:  nolio-myel:  &  polio- 
enceph 

| Ac :  inf °  enecph : . 

Cancer  of  buc :  cav:  & 
oeso.'h  uterus 
Cane  r  of  stomach  and 
duodenum 
Cancer  of  breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

I a tra-cr an ial  v a s c ul nr 

lesions 

Heart  diseases 

Other  dio,  of  c  ire.  sys  ten 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  resp.  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2  yrs. 

Ap  endicitis 

0 1 he r  d i g v e .  discs s e s 

Nephritis 

Puer.  &  post-abort :  sens is  : 
Other  maternal  causes 
Pren:  birth 

C on : nal : birth  in j :  infant 

d  i  s : 

Suicide 

Road  traffic  Occident 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


TOTALS 


Male  Female 


2 


1 


7 


2 

5 


3  2 

io  14 

4  2 

3  1 

1 

1 

1  l 


1 

1 


3 


3 

1 

3 


l 

1 

l 

3 


40  38 


Total 


2 


1 


2 

12 


3 

24 

6 

k 


1 

1 

2 

4 

1 


1 

4 

l 

1 

6 

78 
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Table  X 


England  126  County 

148  Smaller 

London  Knutsford 

and  Borough  & 

Towns  (res- 

Adninist- 

Wales  Great  Towns 

ident  Pop- 

rative 

BIRTHS 

( including 
London) 

ulation 
25,000- 
50,000  at 
1931  Census 

County 

Rates  per 

1,000 

Civilian  Population 

Live  Births 

16.7(a) 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

17.3 

Still  Births 

0.39(a) 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

0.27 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

11.7(a) 

12.5 

11.  6 

12.  2 

12.4 

Typhoid  A  para 

typhoid 

0.  00 

0.  00 

0.  00 

0.  00 

0.  00 

Who oping  C o u gh 

0.  01 

0.  02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.  00 

Diphtheria 

0.  00 

0.00 

0.  00 

0.  00 

0.  00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

0. 15 

Influenza 

0. 15 

0. 15 

0.14 

0.  11 

0.00 

Small  Poz 

0.00 

0.00 

0.  00 

0.  00 

0.00 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

A  polioencephaliti 

s 

0.01 

0.  02 

0.  02 

0.  01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.51 

0.56 

O'.  49 

0.59 

0.00 

Rates  per 

1.000 

Live  Births 

DEATHS 

.ii.ll  causes  under  1 

year  of  age 

32W) 

37 

30 

29 

58.3 

Enteritis  and 

diarrhoea  under  2 

years  of  age 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

0.00 

Rates  per 

1.000 

Total  (Live  A  Sti 

11)  Births 

notifications  (Cor 

rec ted) 

Puerperal  fever  & 

pyrexia 

6.31 

8.14 

5.30 

6.82 

0.00 

MA 

TSRLAL  MORTALITY 

In  ENGLAND  A  WALES 

International  List 

Rates  per 

1,000 

Total  Rates  per 

million 

Knutsfoid 

No,  and  cause. 

(live  and 

still )Birtho  women  aged 

15-44 

140 .  Ab  or  t i on  wi th 

sepsis 

0. 11 

8 

0.  00 

141.  Abortion  with 

.out 

sepsis 

0. 05 

4 

0.  00  • 

147.  Puerperal  inf 

ect- 

ions  0.11 

142 . -1465 148-150  Other 

Maternal  causes  0.71 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population 

(b)  Hates  per  1,000  related  live  births 


-10- 


I 


9i 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year 
ending  Slst  December  19h9. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

S Ah I TAR Y  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  TIE  ARIA 


WATER 

The  district  io  supplied  with  water  hy  the  Knutsford  Light 
and  Water  Company  who  Luy  from  Manchester  Corporation.  The  water  is 
soft  with  low  salinity  and  is  of  exceptionally  high  degree  of  organic 
purity.  An  extension  of  the  water  mains  was  effected  during  the 
year  to  supply  water  to  additional  houses  on  the  Thorneyholme  Estate. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  AMD  SCAVENGING 

All  ashbins  are  emptied  and  cleansed  fortnightly,  a  certain 
number  being  emptied  weekly,  whilst  bins  at  the  hotels  and  large 
shops  are  emptied  twice  weekly. 

CAMPING  SITES 


There  are  no  licenced  camping  sites  in  the  district  and  the 
number  of  gypsies  camping  on  road  sides  has  reduced  to  practically 

nil. 

SWIM;  ING  LATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  in 

the  town. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY .BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

No  nuisances  have  arisen  in  respect  of  tents,  vans,  sheds, 

etc . 

THE  ERADICATION  OP  BED  BUGS 

During  the  general  inspection  of  the  district  three  houses 
were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs.  These  houses  ’/ere  treated  with 
insecticide  and  effectively  cleared.  The  work  of  disinfestation  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  'workmen. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


All  the  sewerage  from  the  IJrhan  District  is  carried,  bjr 
gravitating  sewers  to  the  Disposal  Works  on  the  North  East  boundary 
of  the  town,  where  the  treatment  has  heen  carried  out  quite  satis¬ 
factorily  during  the  past  year. 

SCHOOLS 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  at  the  schools  are 
above  suspicion  as  to  the  cause  of  infectious  disease.  The  lavatory 
accommodation  and  closets  are  regularly  inspected,  and  all  element¬ 
ary  schools  are  disinfected  during  the  summer  holidays. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


MILK  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  the  farms  and  dairies  have  heen  visited  at 
various  times,  and  continue  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  sampling  of  the  milk  is  undertaken  by  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council,  but  no  cases  of  adulter¬ 
ations  were  reported  during  the  year. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

All  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  area  are  closed  and  no 
animals  have  been  slaughtered  in  the  area  during  thejyear*  Iho 
various  "butchers  in  the  town  receive  their  supplies  irom  the 
allocation  depot  at  Altrincham. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  14  Bakehouses  in  use  in  the  District.  Those 
premises  have  "been  inspected  periodically  .during  the  year,  and 
notices  requesting  the  occupiers  to  lirnewash  the  walls  have  hee. 
served  at  stated  periods,  and  as  occasion  has  required.  ine 
premises  have  "been  kept  clean  generally  and  have  Been  limewashed 
in  accordance  with  regulations. 

HOUSING 

The  Council  have  made  good  progress  with  the  Building  up 
of  the  new  Estate  at  Thorneyholme,  and  34  additional . houses  were 
completed  during  the  year.  A  number  of  privately  Built  houses  were 
also  completed  and  nine  others  were  in  course _ of  erection  at  the 
year  end.  The  wide  strees  and  conveniently  sited  open  spaces  o_  the 
Thorneyholme  Estate  help  to  provide  a  -ftirst  class  development,^  llTuch 
appreciated  By  the  lucky  tenants  and  the  Townspeople  generally,  an 
the  Council  are  to  Be  complemented  on  the  Bold  manner  in  ..nicli  they 
have  tackled  this  problem,  of  housing. 

There  are  still  a  few  Black  spots,  particularly  in  the  old 
part  of  the  town  and  only  the  restrictions  enforced  By  the  accent 
war  and  subsequent  lack  of  housing  accommodation  has  prevented  the 
Council  adopting  a  clearance  scheme.  Five  houses  in  Swint on  Square 
have,  however,  Been  condemned  and  demolition  orders  will  Bo  served 
as  soon  as  alternative  accommodation  can  Be  provided  for  two  exist¬ 
ing  tenants. 
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